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Background

National Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Plan: 1995-2005

ÅBilateral Agreements for the proper performance of Royal Decree Law 

11/1995.

ÅInvestments 11.400 M ú.

ÅThe Plan called for a contribution from the General Administration of 25% 

of the total investment for each region.

ÅCompliance with the Directive 91/271/EEC 



Background

National Sewage and Wastewater Treatment Plan: 1995-2005

ÅDirective 91/271/EEC aims to reduce levels of pollution of surface waters 

from urban sewage.

ÅThis Directive applies to domestic wastewater, storm water and industrial 

wastewater. The industries that discharge directly to the collectors network 

prior to obtain permission.

ÅRDL11/1995 states:

ÅThe Regions shall identify, the agglomerations areas in its territory.

ÅThe terms and conditions to be met by agglomerations depending on the  

treatment (primary, secondary, more stringent).

ÅThe Regions shall draw up a plan or program reported to the Central 

Government.

ÅShall be declared "sensitive areasñ, reviewed every four years. Quality 

specifications must be met within 7 years.
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Situation at January - 2009

Situation at January - 2009
Compliance evolution of the 1995-2005 National Sewage and Wastewater 

Treatment Plan and later years
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Situation at January - 2009

Situation at January - 2009
Degree of conformity distribution (agglomerations > 2.000 p-e)
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Total Load : 68.772.103 p - e

Number of agglomerations: 2.320

Conformity in load Conformity in number of agglomerations



Situation at January - 2009

Situation at January - 2009
Degree of conformity distribution (agglomerations > 15.000 p-e)

Total Load : 59.466.021 p - e

Number of agglomerations : 604

Conformity in load Conformity in number of agglomerations
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Situation at January - 2009 
Pollution load distribution as a function of the agglomeration size

Agglomerarition Size Load (p-e)
Number of 

Agglomerations

From 2.000 to 15.000 p-e 9.456.082 14% 1.726 74%

From 15.000 to 150.000 p-e 22.760.333 33% 504 22%

Larger than 150.000 p-e 36.555.688 53% 90 4%

TOTAL 68.772.103 100% 2.320 100%

Situation at January - 2009
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Legislation in UE: Directive 91/271/CEE

Legislation in European Union concerning urban waste-

water treatment (Directive 91/271/CEE)

ÅUrban Agglomerations > 2.000 p-e shall be subject to 

secondary treatment .

ÅUrban Agglomerations in sensitive areas (water bodies under 

special protection) be subject to a more stringent treatment.

ÅSensitive areas shall be reviewed at intervals of no more than 

four years.

ÅMembers states shall decide on measures to limit pollution 

from storm water overflows.
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Future prospects

Future prospects 
Future needs  through specific actions

ÅActions on Agglomerations larger than de 2,000 p-e

(unresolved duties according to the Directive 91/271/CEE).

ÅActions on Agglomerations due to the new designation of 

Sensitive Areas.

ÅActions to fulfill future needs (remodeling WWTPs already 

complying the Directive, storm tanks, etc.)

ÅActions contributing to reach the objectives of the Water 

Framework Directive, including those affecting Agglomerations 

larger than 2,000 p-e which  should have an adequate treatment.

ÅSanitation actions (not including treatment)

ÅActions focused on promoting research and development in the 

field of sanitation and wastewater treatment.
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Requirements for new infrastructures

New infraestructures: requirements

ÅThe design of new infrastructure must be adapted to new 

prospects to achieve effective implementation of Directive 

91/271/EEC and hence of the Water Framework Directive.

ÅOccupying a smaller footprint.

ÅMajor environmental requirements.

ÅGreater effort in R + D + i for designing treatment 

processes demanding.
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"Zonas Sensibles" 
anteriores a la 

Nueva Declaración

Zonas Sensibles
Intercomunitarias
Zonas Sensibles
Intracomunitarias

Statement of new sensitive areas

Designation of Sensitive Areas - July 2006


