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Introduction

 2.5 billion people worldwide lack access to improved 

sanitation systems

 Massive and targeted efforts for constructing new and 

improving existing systems are required

 One of the key factors for facilitating the construction of 

improved sanitation solutions is the capacity of planners 

and engineers to take informed decisions.
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Rationale

 Informed decision-making is only possible if information is 

well-ordered and structured

 Abundant information exists about sanitation technologies, 

but it is not easily accessible and understandable by 

relevant stakeholders.

 There is a need for a tool which pulls together all relevant 

information on different sanitation systems and 

technologies and presents them in a readily 

understandable manner: The Compendium.
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What is a Compendium?

 Concise, yet comprehensive compilation of a body of 

knowledge (sanitation).

 Not a construction manual, not a do-it-yourself guide, not 

a methodological guidebook.

 Tool to support informed decision making
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Target users of the Compendium

Engineers, planners and other professionals …

 who are familiar with sanitation technologies and 

processes;

 with well-developed awareness of the context and 

priorities of the community and other stakeholders;

 With interest in learning more about alternative or novel 

technologies which may not be yet applied in the local 

context. 

 “Non-experts“ interested in sanitation systems and 

technologies, their advantages and disadvantages

Meant to be used as part of a Participatory Planning 

Approach
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Structure of the Compendium

Part 1: 

Sanitation System Templates

Part 2: 

Technology Information Sheets
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Products

 Products include: Human wastes, products for transport, 

additional products (toilet paper, green organic waste), 

output products (feacal sludge, biogas)

 19 different Products defined

 System choice will depend on the Products that are 

generated/ required /desired
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Functional Groups

• Functional Groups are groupings of technologies which 

perform the same function

• 5 different Functional Groups defined: User interface, 

Collection/Storage, Conveyance, Treatment, Disposal

• Every technology belongs to a Functional Group (colour-

coded)
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System Templates

• System Templates show logical combinations of 

Technologies which can be linked to form a system

• 8 different System Templates defined: from which 100s of 

Systems can be built

• Templates are built using Products and Technologies from 

Functional Groups
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Products
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Functional Groups
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Diffusion of the Compendium

• Version in English (2008), translations in French, Vietnamese 

(2009), Spanish (2010), Nepali (2011)

• Translation into Spanish with support from Alianza por el 

Agua and SDC

• Included in curricula at Universities, NGOs

• Training of Trainer workshops in Africa, Asia, Latin America 

(29.06-02.07: Lima, 04.07-07.07: Managua):

• www.alianzaporelagua.org, www.fundacionsodis.org

http://www.alianzaporelagua.org/
http://www.fundacionsodis.org/
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Contact us…

• With suggestions

• Revisions

• Additional technologies

• Order requests

• …

• Download: 

http://www.eawag.ch/forschung/sandec/publikationen/com

pendium_s/index

• www.sandec.ch

• info@sandec.ch

http://www.sandec.ch/
mailto:info@sandec.ch

