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Ab str ac t 

Based on the DAC-OECD methodology for counting ODA, this paper proposes ways of knowing how 
much ODA is devoted to wastewater. Moreover, the contributions of the main OECD donors are 
analyzed, both multilateral and bilateral ones. A regional comparison is made to give an ODA map for 
wastewater contributions to developing countries and their contributions to the MDGs. 

Introduction 

The main financial source that contributes to the compliance to the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) is the Official Development Aid (ODA). It is defined, monitored and evaluated by the 
Development Aid Committee (DAC) which is part of the OECD Directorates. The DAC also establishes 
the base for counting ODA, through the Creditor Reporting System (CRS). (OECD-DAC, 2010).  

Methods 

Donors have to report annually to the CAD every single contribution to developing countries 
eligible as ODA. According to the CRS, each contribution has to be qualified with a code and a sector. The 
DAC database is the major resource to know which initiatives are been promoted in developing 
countries, which donors are important in certain sectors, the quantity of financial flows and to make 
estimations about the road to the MDGs consecution.  

Nevertheless, these studies for the case of wastewater management are pretty difficult, mainly 
for two reasons. First of all, there is not specific CRS for wastewater management but for water and 
sanitation, solid waste treatment or water resources protection. In this sense, it is not trivial the 
quantitative and qualitative analysis of initiatives and money spend in wastewater management. 



Secondly, development projects are becoming more and more complex and multisectoral. In this sense, 
we can find components of wastewater management in projects of water and sanitation, urbanisation, 
human settlements, environmental public policies, or “multisector aid for basic social services”, 
between other CRS. 

Results and discussion 

This work analyses every single CRS, from the one hundred and twenty CRS last list made by 
DAC, to estimate in which of them it is possible to find wastewater management initiatives. Secondly, it 
is studied the Official Development Aid in this sector for main five OECD donors, from 2006 to 2009. 
This analysis has been made by regions and by the type of ODA (multilateral, multibilateral or bilateral). 
In that sense, contributions to international organizations that work on that have been especially 
studied. Furthermore, a detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis has been made for the Spanish 
ODA, based on the water and sanitation sectors (see Fig 1).  

                                                                                            
Fig. 1. Seguimiento PACI 2008; DGPOLDE; Madrid, 2009 

Conclusions 

The main initiatives from the main donors have been identified and conclusions for future works 
have been obtained. The percentage of wastewater management relative to total aid depends much 
more on the sector we take into account from the CRS list. In general, the multilateral and bilateral ODA 
for wastewater management has been increasing with the same growth of the ODA / GNI (see. Fig.3). 
The most accurate method would be reviewed one by one all the contributions and see how much of 
each is devoted to wastewater management. Nevertheless, due to the large number of contributions 
(in the case of the Spanish cooperation, there are more than 17,000 projects or initiatives) is necessary 
more analytical methods. In that sense, the proposed method in this work, based on the choice of 
certain codes, has been proved very truthfully. 



 

Fig. 2. Spanish ODA devoted to wastewater in comparison to ODA that could be related to 
wastewater management (2005-2009) 
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